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BUILDING CHARACTER EDUCATION THROUGH SHORT STORIES TO 
IMPROVE STUDENTS’ POSITIVE CHARACTERS AT SMPN 21 SURAKARTA 
Abstrak 
Sejak tahun 2017 Pengembangan Pendidikan Karakter menjadi perhatian khusus sejak 
lama. Apalagi di masa pandemi Covid-19, siswa kehilangan guru sebagai panutan untuk 
berperilaku positif. Namun, pendidikan karakter harus disampaikan untuk membangun 
generasi bangsa yang baik. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengungkap keefektifan 
penerapan Model Pendidikan Karakter melalui Cerpen. Model ini dirancang oleh Susiati, 
dkk (2021). Menjawab kekhawatiran orang tua dan pendidik terkait Pendidikan Karakter 
di masa pandemi. Penelitian ini merupakan studi kasus yang berfokus pada pendidikan 
karakter pada anak di masa pandemi. Penelitian ini dilakukan di SMPN 21 Surakarta 
dengan peserta 31 siswa dan 26 orang tua/wali. Karakter yang diharapkan dapat 
dikembangkan pada siswa dalam penelitian ini didasarkan pada Pendidikan Karakter 
yang dirumuskan oleh Kementerian Pendidikan Republik Indonesia, yaitu: (1) 
Religiusitas; (2) Nasionalisme; (3) Integritas; (4) Mandiri; (5) Gotong royong. Perilaku 
tersebut dipecah menjadi 47 karakter positif sebagai gambaran dari lima karakter utama. 
Penelitian ini mengkaji implementasi Model Membangun Karakter Positif Melalui 
Cerpen dalam lingkup kecil. Penelitian ini juga melibatkan guru bahasa Inggris, wali 
kelas dan orang tua. Dari penegasan yang diberikan oleh orang tua sebagai wali dan 
pendidik siswa di rumah, model ini telah berhasil membangun karakter positif siswa 
melalui pembiasaan dalam kehidupan sehari-hari siswa. 
Kata Kunci: Pendidikan Karakter, Karakter Positif, Membangun Karakter, Cerpen 
Abstract 
Since 2017 Character Education Development has been of special interest for a long time. 
Especially during the Covid-19 pandemic, students lost teachers as role models for 
positive behavior. However, character education must be delivered to build a good 
generation of the nation. This study aims to reveal the effectiveness of the application of 
the Character Education Model through Short Stories. This model was designed by 
Susiati, et al (2021). To answer the concerns of parents and educators regarding Character 
Education during the pandemic. This research is a case study that focuses on character 
education for children during the pandemic. This research was conducted at SMPN 21 
Surakarta with 31 students and 26 parents/guardians as participants. Characters that were 
expected to be developed in students in this study were based on Character Education 
formulated by the Ministry of Education of the Republic of Indonesia, namely: (1) 
Religiosity; (2) Nationalism; (3) Integrity; (4) Independent; (5) Mutual Cooperation. 
These behaviour were broken down into 47 positive characters as an illustration of the 
five main characters. This study examines the implementation of the Model Building 
Positive Character Through Short Stories in a small scope. This study also involved 
English teachers, homeroom teachers and parents. From the affirmations given by parents 
as guardians and educators of students at home, this model had succeeded in building 
positive students' characters through habituation in students' daily lives.    
Keywords: Character Education, Positive Character, Building Character, Short Story 
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1. INTRODUCTION
According to Wijaya (2020), the Covid-19 pandemic that has spread throughout the world has 
caused changes in various aspects of life. This Pandemic came and forced people to maintain 
a physical distancing to stay healthy as the virus can be transferred through the unseen droplets. 
Everyone is not expecting that this virus could create such a massive impact on their daily life. 
Certainly, every aspects of life affected by the spreading of this virus. Including in the case of 
education. To reduce the number of virus spreading, in the beginning of the hectic condition 
the government especially the Minister of Education in Indonesia is applied 14 days off. But 
unexpectedly, the virus spreading getting worse and the Minister of Education (2020) 
announced that there will be a new solution for educational purpose during the pandemic. 
Indeed, all of us wants this pandemic to end very soon but we also have to adapt to a new 
situation. The Minister of Education implementing a distance learning system which 
implemented online.  
In implementation of distance learning, The Minister of Education in Indonesia (2020) 
announced some points to notice. These points are mentioned inside “Surat Edaran Nomor 4 
Tahun 2020 Tentang Kebijakan Pendidikan Dalam Masa Darurat Penyebaran Coronavirus 
Disease (Covid-19)”. In short, this letter contains guidelines and conditions regarding the 
implementation of online learning. The way of student assessment that indeed different from 
the ordinary school day also mentioned. Point number 3.C of the letter that explain about school 
examination mentioned that in implementation of online learning, School exams are designed 
to encourage meaningful learning activities and do not need to measure the completeness of 
curriculum achievement as a whole. This point indicates that the Minister of Education of 
Indonesia is well prepared about the whole instruction they mentioned on the guidelines letter. 
Also, this point is underlined about the encouragement of meaningful learning activities which 
in this part researcher interpret this point that one of the indicators of meaningful learning is 
the successful of character education implementation.  
According to Tyas et.al (2020), Character Education and attitude are crucial steps in 
forming the national identity and rebuilding Indonesian society. Indeed, teacher also take part 
in student’s growth either in their physical phase and intelligence phase. Teacher also take part 
to raise and provide them with a lot of skills and positive character to help them face their own 
life. It will never be easy to shape a clay. Moreover, things that need teacher’s touch is young 
learner character. Not just a clay. So, it was a big responsibility to arrange a good material or 
good curriculum of life skills to lead student’s character in a good way.   
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With online learning going on during the pandemic, parents are worried about character 
education for their children. Because during online learning, teacher couldn’t taking care of 
stdents behavior development directly (Koedoes, 2021). 
Curriculum of Education that had been applied in Indonesia before K-13, (KTSP, etc.) 
contains a summary of educational material. For some reason, its material serving is easy to 
consume especially for students. And for teacher, it was less tiring to explain the material 
because it just consists a dense and clear material and in some ways, we found that the material 
is just not related with the student daily life. So, in the latest curriculum in Indonesia, namely 
K-13 there was a huge shift to make sure that material served in school is related with student 
daily life. It has been related to what Tyas et.al (2020) told on her journal that Character 
Education is investment of one nation for the bright future. K-13 also enriched by material that 
aimed to improve student’s life skill. This also proof that encouraging Character Education was 
being a prospect to realize from some previous years ago. 
According to Tyas et.al (2020), there are Four Types of Character Education that have 
been carried out in the Educational Process: a) Character Education based on religious values; 
b) Character Education based on Cultural Values; c) Environmental-based character Education;
d) Character Education based on self-potential
Based on the objectives of the 2013 Curriculum, according to what has been written in UU 
no. 20 of 2003 is to develop the potential of students to become human beings who are noble, 
healthy, knowledgeable, capable, creative, independent, and become democratic and 
responsible citizens. 
We can conclude that in K-2013 Curriculum, there are several moral points that we want 
to develop through related activities. As example is having a noble, independent, and 
responsible character. This character is  
As in Surakarta, the sudden shift from offline learning to online learning has caused related 
parties in education such as teachers, students, and even parents/guardians to 'stutter' both in 
infrastructure and in human resources. Mediana (2020) states that based on data collected by 
the Indonesian Child Protection Commission (KPAI) regarding the Distance Learning 
Implementation survey, as many as 73.2% of respondents complained that they faced 
difficulties to understanding and feel overwhelmed by the tasks given. Distance learning that 
implemented online also causes teachers to focus on specific life skills that are assessed through 
academic scores so that generic  life skill such as Character Education are not properly 
delivered. 
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Social Restrictions imposed by the government in Indonesia forced people to adapt to new 
conditions in socializing. Handayani, et al (2020) states that the management of character 
education can be done in three ways, they are: (1) Collaboration between teachers and parents, 
(2) Utilization of Information and Technology(ICT) devices and ( 3) Problem Based Learning 
(PBL). Character education must build students as a whole. Both physically and spiritually 
(Sari: 2020). One of the effects of social restrictions is that the implementation of online 
learning should not limit the quality of existing education. Although in its implementation there 
are many new things that need to be applied by both educators and students. The most obvious 
difference is, of course, in online learning, students cannot interact directly with teachers 
(Teguh: 2015) 
Herliandry (2020) said that the flexibility of the online learning system must still be 
evaluated because not every parent can provide the same facilities. Some student came from 
higher level of economy will easily surrounded by online learning instruments, but some other 
which unfortunately came from middle to lower family will find some difficulties in 
completing their online learning instruments.  
2. METHOD
This is explanatory research which took part from research and development in experiment 
phase. This research concerns on the implementation of Building Character Education Through 
Short Stories Model to Improve Students Positive Personalities at SMP N 21 Surakarta. In this 
research, the author would like to keep away the opinion that online learning is useless for 
students Character Education. Specifically, researcher wants to find out the impact of Building 
Character Education Through Short Stories Model application in a small scope; which in this 
case is SMP N 21 Surakarta. 
The data in Qualitative Research is not in the form of numbers, but narrative descriptions, 
even if there are numbers, the numbers are in relation to a description. In qualitative data 
processing there is no data addition, so it leads to generalization (Sukmadinata, 2009: 284).  
Data for this research are; (1) Conceptual Model of Building Character Education Through 
Short Stories by Susiati et al (2021); (2) Short Stories written by students of Grade 7 SMP N 
21 Surakarta as the assesement of this research. While The data source for this research is varies 
from education journals, research papers, articles, etc.  
Data collection techniques are the most strategic step in research, because the main 
purpose of research is to get data. Data collection can be done in various settings, various 
sources, and various ways. In qualitative research, data collection is done in natural settings, 
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primary data sources, and data collection techniques more on participatory observation, in-
depth interviews, and documentation.  
Researcher cooperates with English Teacher of Grade 7 SMP N 21 Surakarta to fill the 
assessment form that points on students’ positive characters as mentioned on the underlying 
theories section. The researcher follows the following steps in data collection for this research. 
The number of students who participated in this research were 31 students of Class 7F. 
3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION
3.1 Result 
In this section researcher will explain about the result of observation process in SMPN 21 
Surakarta. The Implementation of Building Character Through Short Stories model in SMPN 
21 spent in two weeks. This observation involved 31 students of Class 7F, English Teacher of 
Class 7F, Homeroom Teacher of Class 7F, and Students’ Guardian.  
3.1.1 The Implementation of Building Character Through Short Stories Model at SMPN 
21 Surakarta 
In this section researcher will deliver further explanation about  the Implementation of Building 
Character Through Short Story Model at SMPN 21 Surakarta. The first step is Short Story 
reading by English teacher for the member of Class 7F. This step continued by asking students 
to point the moral values contained in the story. English teacher of Class 7F read Short Story 
entitled by “The Other Side of the Wall”. In this step, students were success to mention the 
moral values or positive character contained in the story. Positive character used as the analysis 
is 47 Positive Characters mentioned by the Ministry of Education based on the updates of 
Government Regulation Number 64 of 2008 to Government Regulation Number 19 of 2017.  
In the second step, Researcher delivered 15 short stories for kids with various moral values. 
Titles of short stories used in this chapter are : (1) Two Friend and The Bear; (2) The Greedy 
Lion; (3) The Boy Who Cried Wolf; (4) The Golden Touch; (5) A Glass of Milk; (6) The Crow 
and The Pitcher; (7) The Goose, Golden Egg and Farmer; (8) The Cow Squad; (9) The Fox and 
The Grapes; (10) Controlling Anger; (11) The Other Side of The Wall; (12) The Man and The 
Cat; (13) The Tortoise and The Bird; (14) A Proud Red Rose; (15) The Toy that Made Wishes 
Come True. Each student was asked to read three short stories out of 15 and fill the form about 
moral values or positive character contained inside short stories they have red before. Of the 
15 stories presented by the researcher, 3 stories came out as the children's favorite stories. That 
is; (1) Two Friends and The Bear; (2) The Goose, Golden Egg and Farmer; (3) The Tortoise 
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and the Bird.  
The result of moral values in short stories concluded by students is shown in the chart below. 
Charts shown are counted by the amount of students chose each points of Positive Characters. 
Figure 1. Result of Moral Values 
a. Positive Character Implementation
After reading three short stories and mentioned moral values contained through form, in the 
third step students are asked to implement the positive character they have mentioned in the 
form on their daily lives. In this step, Parents supervision are required. Researcher gave the 
brief explanation about Parents supervision activities through whatsapp groupchat. In this 
briefing process, Homeroom Teacher of Class 7F also, the English Teacher helped researcher 
in explanation delivery.  
b. Short Story Writing by Students
Completed with Parents confirmation about students’ Positive Character implementation on 
their daily lives, respondents moved to the fourth step; Short Story Composition. Respondents 
(Students) are able to continue the step of observation if their Parents are confirmed the 
implementation of Moral Values taken in the second step is true. Generic structure used in this 
research is ‘Recount Text’. In this step, students composed Short Stories based on the 
implementation of Positive Character they got from Short Stories they have red in the second 
step. Researcher upcoming task is analyze the data collected on the whole process in the 
observation 
3.1.2 Outcome of Building Character Education Through Short Stories Model 
Implementation in SMP N 21 Surakarta 
From the data showed in the chart of Figure 2, Figure 3, and Figure 4 there are the top 3 
Character Education out of 47 taken from short stories red by students. The first place is 
Friendship, the second place is Please to help, and the third place is Appreciation. The top three 
of Character Education chosen by students reflected the moral values that is useful for students 
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in their daily life. This point is in line with Lickona’s (1999) statement. Lickona (1999) stated 
that Character Education building on students is aimed to prepare students for being bright 
generation in the future.  
The researcher also asked parents for help to confirm whether the moral values that students 
had learned from short stories had been applied properly to their daily lives. And from the 
confirmation given by the parents, 26 parents declared that students or their children have 
applied the moral values taken from short stories on their daily activities. The rest of students' 
parents skipped the form filling. 
The next step is short story construction. In this step, students are told to construct a short story 
based on moral values they applied on their daily activities. Students constructed short stories 
under the format of recount text to describe their daily activities.  
In this part, majority of the student mentioned helping their parents in home chores. They also 
mentioned about playing with their siblings as the act of affection. Students also describe about 
their relationship with friends and how to get along with it.  
3.2 Discussion 
3.2.1 The Implementation of Building Character Through Short Stories Model at 
SMPN 21 Surakarta 
In this part researcher will discuss about How the Implementation of Building Character 
Through Short Stories Model at SMPN 21 Surakarta going.  
The observation in SMPN 21 Surakarta about Building Students’ Positive Character Through 
Short Stories done in 5 steps. First Step was stimulated student interest in short story by reading 
them one example of short story then asked them to point the moral value from the story. 
English teacher of class 7F SMPN 21 Surakarta declared that students completely succeed to 
point the moral value contained in the story red by the teacher. This step explained that students 
could recognized the moral values or Character Education that included in short stories. 
Students’ ability to remember and mention the moral value is support Mudana’s (2021) opinion 
about character Education. Character Education that implemented help in nation’s generation 
building. The first evidence of its successful process is when students could recognize moral 
values or Character Education that become a purpose of learning.  
During the second step of the observation, each student was asked to choose three short stories 
out of 15 short stories. Each story delivered by researcher contained various moral values. From 
the 15 short stories, there are three top short stories chosen by students. They are: (1) Two 
Friends and The Bear; (2) The Goose, Golden Egg and Farmer; (3) The Tortoise and the Bird. 
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While, the top three character education pointed by students that contained in the short stories 
are : (1) Frinedship; (2) Willing to Help; and (3) Appreciation. This step is in line with 
Baihaqi’s (2018) research about Building Character Education. In his research,, Baihaqi 
Positive Virtues as the tools for analysis students’ character. This research analysis is based on 
Character Education explained by the Ministy of Education.  
Moral values contained in the story entitled by “Two Friends and The Bear” (Top 1 story 
chosen by students) are; (1) Friendship; (2) Willing to Help; (3) Creative; and (4) Courage. 
This story told the reader about friends’ loyalty. Friend in need is a friend indeed. Move to the 
next story, rank number 2 favorite story chosen by students is the story entitled by “The Goose, 
Golden Egg and Farmer”. Moral values contained in this story are : (1) Tolerance; and (2) 
Appreciation. If the farmer is not feeling greedy then he will not lose his magical goose. Then 
the third favorite story chosen by students is “The Tortoise and The Bird”. Moral Values 
contained in this story are: (1) Tolerance; (2) Friendship; (3) Appreciation. The Tortoise 
shouldn't be mocking bird’s nest. They should be a good friend and appreciate each other. By 
reading story, students could gain new knowledge and learn about Positive Character through 
moral values contained. This was in line with the theory of Character Building stated by 
Martono (2018). Martono stated the Bridge that connects Character Education with Short 
Stories is the delivery of the Moral Value contained in a story.  
After the reading step, students’ assignment is to apply the moral value taken from each story 
they have red before in their daily lives. And it continues by Parents confirmation. The role of 
parents here is as a supervisor as well as directing the behavior of students at home. From the 
confirmation form declared by parents, more than half of respondents of the observation have 
completely applied the moral value taken from short stories in their daily lives. Parents’ 
declaration supports Fauzi and Muqowim (2020) opinion that forming character should be done 
through understanding the value, planting through habituation and repetition, and the culture 
to be reflected in daily activities. Most of students were succeed to applied moral values taken 
from short stories. Through the habituation of good behavior, moral values will affect students’ 
positive character.  
Students who are succeed in implementing Positive Character in their daily lives are moved on 
to the new step which is writing short story based on their real experience of implementing 
Character Education in their daily lives. As the summary of students submitted short story, 
most of activities that have done by students in applying the moral value taken from short 
stories are helping their parents with the house chores, take care of their siblings, and get along 
with their friends. This evidence is matched with Suarni (2019) statements that the impact of 
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this research could be seen in a short time. 
3.2.2 Outcome of Building Character Education Through Short Stories Model 
Implementation in SMPN 21 Surakarta 
In this part researcher will discuss about the outcome of Building Character Education Through 
Short Stories Model in SMPN 21 Surakarta.  
Educators would agree that Building Character Education is a big homework in Education. 
Building one’s character, or especially Character Education need serious decision, Plenty 
Time, and lot of steps. As Martono (2018) stated that Character Building is aimed to shape 
generation to have noble behaviour.  
Character Education Building through Short Story Model in SMPN 21 Surakarta done through 
series of observation. In the first step, teacher read short story entitled by “The Other Side of 
The Wall”. After the reading, students are successful in pointing moral value contained in the 
short story. This point support Floden, Richmond and Andrews (2017) statement that Character 
Education through short story can be implied by discussing the characters in a short story with 
students. 
In the next step, students are asked to read three short stories and point the moral values 
contained. Characters are expected to be formed through a series of process. In this step, 
students read and conclude the moral values themselves. This step is aimed to produce good 
individuals (Etikasari & Nurjanah, 2021). Students of SMPN 21 Surakarta was successful to 
run this step and get them closer to the successful of Character Building Through Short Stories 
Model.  
Next, students implement the moral values concluded from the stories in their daily life. This 
step is done under the supervision of parents. Indeed, 26 students of Class 7F SMPN 21 
Surakarta again successful in this step. While, the other 5 Students’ Guardian were skipped the 
declaration form filling. This result is supporting Suarni (2019) statement that Character 
Building through short story result can be seen in a short period of time.  
4. CLOSING
This research is an observation done to apply Building Positive Character Through Short 
Stories Model by Susiati et. al (2021) in a small scope. From the observation in SMPN 21 
Surakarta, conclusion arises is that Short Story is a good instrument for students Character 
Education Development. Such as Suarni et al (2019) has mentioned on their research about the 
utilization of Folklore as media in building character. Short Story has various theme and short 
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paragraph to read. This point made students understood the moral message contain on the story 
easily. Steps done in this research are varies. Begin with short story reading by the English 
teacher and continued by pointing the Character Education contained in the story. Next step is 
reading 3 short stories out of 15 and mention the Character Education that contained in each 
story. Afterwards students are asked to implement moral values taken from the short stories on 
their daily life by their parents’ supervision. Most of students succeed in previous steps and get 
to compose short story based on their real life while implementing Character Education.  The 
text required is recount text with 100 words minimum. This research also helped students to 
applied moral values or Character Education through habituation in their daily life. Besides, 
Building Character Education Through Short Stories impact can be seen in a short period of 
time. Moreover, when its application is along with supervisor of Educators and Parents.  
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